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Dartmoor walks don’t have to 
involve donning a huge rucksack 
and striding out onto the 
granite plateau, reliant on your 
navigation skills. Particularly on 
the eastern and southern sides 
– where rivers have cut deeply 
into softer slates and shales 
– undulating pasture, wooded 
valleys and a network of green 
lanes offer easy-to-follow 
routes suitable for a reasonably 
active group. 

A With the pub behind you 
turn right, passing steps 

to St Michael’s Church. Turn 
left down Simms Hill. The lane 
reduces to a descending track; 
a correspondingly steep, rough 
climb reaches a track junction. 

BTo shorten the route to c11/2 
miles/2.4km turn left; at the 

road turn left, then first left up Old 
Town Hill. Keep ahead, along a 
level stretch, to a lane. Turn right, 
downhill.

CWhere the lane bears right 
keep ahead past Great 

Lounston and Lower Lounston.
Tarmac gives way to a green 
lane which ascends gently: look 
left towards the stark outline 
of Haytor Rocks. Then descend 
towards Rora Wood. Cross a 
gate via steps; continue downhill 
with a hedge right (the RoW on 
the OS map is incorrect).  At the 
field bottom bear right to a stile; 
cross the stream onto a track.
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PUB WALK

LENGTH: 7.2km (4.5miles)
TIME: 2 hrs
START/FINISH: The Carpenters 
Arms, Ilsington SX 786761
TERRAIN: Green lanes through 
undulating fields and woodland; 
several ascents and descents, 
some steep
MAP: OS Explorer OL28 or 110 
Torquay & Dawlish
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: None
PARKING: Laneside near pub

DTurn left to follow the 
stream along the bottom 

of Rora Wood. Pass through a 
gate; just before a path junction 
turn left in front of Woodgate 
Cottages to meet the road in 
Liverton. Turn right.

EAfter 250yds turn left up 
a lane, soon bearing left 

up another which reduces to 
a track and climbs (panoramic 
views right) to a junction at 
Colesworthy. Bear left, then left 
again, uphill. At a fork keep ahead 
(right) along Tipleyhill Lane, with 
views over Ilsington Wood – 
the village is out of sight – and 
towards the moor.  

FMeet a lane at Woodhouse 
Cross (note an engraved 

stone right); turn left downhill 
over the Liverton Brook to 
meet a road. Cross over; ascend 
steeply through woodland.  
A stile leads onto Old Town Hill; 
turn right.  n

CARVING
   A TRAIL

Sue Viccars explores the 
countryside around 
The Carpenters 
Arms in Ilsington

WHERE 
TO EAT
Every walk needs a good 
pub or café to round it off: 
The Carpenters Arms fits the 
bill perfectly. Taken on by 
keen outdoors practitioners 
Claudia Brooks and Matt 
Ellis last year, the pub 
welcomes walkers, cyclists, 
cavers, climbers, dogs of 
all shapes and sizes… and 
well-behaved children! It’s a 
down-to-earth and friendly 
village inn, with flagstone 
floors, beams, and archive 
photos on the walls. Dating 
back to 1790, the building 
opened as a public house, 
selling beer and cider, in 
the early 19th century.

THE CARPENTERS ARMS 
Ilsington TQ13 9RG 
Tel: 01364 661629 
www.carpentersilsington.
co.uk

Open: Mon–Thurs 12am–
3pm, 6–11pm; Fri 12am–3pm, 
6–12pm, Sat 12am–12pm, 
Sun 12am–10pm
Food: Daily 12.30am–2.30pm, 
6.30–9pm
Sunday lunches £5/£8.50; 
mains £7.50–12.95; half 
portions available; local 
produce (Dartmoor Farmers 
meat, Poole Farm sausages, 
Luscombe organic drinks, 
Otter Ale).

Ilsington village. The settlement dates from 
Saxon times, and St Michael’s Church 
from the 14th and 15th centuries
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Sue Viccars is a freelance 
outdoor writer and editor, 
specialising in southwest 
England – especially 
Dartmoor and Exmoor
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